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An Exploration of the Image of the "Obsessed" in Liaozhai Zhiyi

ZHANG Ying, HUO Zhengda
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Shandong Normal University, Jinan, Shandong 250014, China)

Abstract:Liaozhai Zhiyi depicts a wide variety of “obsessed"figures, forming a distinctive group portrait of obsession within

the text. These categories include those obsessed with gambling, love, imperial examinations, books, wine, chess, the zither,

chrysanthemums and rocks. The formation of these "obsessed" images is attributed to both external and internal factors. External

factors refer to Pu Songling's social interactions with friends and relatives, as well as his specific family life in Zichuan County.

Internal factors pertain to Pu Songling's personal life experiences, such as his participation in imperial examinations, his service as

a secretary to local officials, and his career as a private tutor. Furthermore, Pu Songling's literary creations concerning chess and the

zither transcend those of his predecessors in terms of character setting, thematic orientation, psychological analysis, structural

arrangement, reception effects and the author's spirit.

Keywords:Liaozhai Zhiyi; Image of the "Obsessed"; Transcendence
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